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forgotten. Local leaders had boen arrostod, and armoured cars were
sent to cow the angry nw:,s rjcmo!r;l"p.t!ons. One of those ears was
seized and burnt,, but its oc->vante eamo to no harm. This was fol-
lowed by wholesale firing on the unarrnod crowds and the inevitable
casualties. It v/as at this time that two platoons of the Second Bat-
talion of the 18th Royal Garhwali Rifles, Hindu troops in the midst of
a Muslim crov.-d, refused the order to fire and fraternised with the
people.4 This v/as the signal for a tremendous mass advance; from
April 25 to May 4, Peshawar was in the hands of the people and had
to be "recaptured" by powerful British forces with air squadrons.
All demands for inquiry into the incident were refused by the Gov-
ernment. A court-martial imposed savage sentences on seventeen
men of the Garhwali Rifles ; one was given life transportation, another
fifteen years' rigorous imprisonment, and the r:-st terms varying from
three to ten years.

The brave Garhwalis had given a demonstration of real non-
violence, but strangely enough, Gandhiji found reasons to condemn
their conduct. "A soldier who disobeys an order to firebreaks an
oath/1 he said to a foreign newspaperman. In the Gandhi-Irwin
Agreement which concluded the first round of the struggle, the clause
for the release of political prisoners specifically excluded the Garh-
walis. There is no mention of the episode in Dr. Sitaramayya's
officially sponsored history of the Congress. Whatever their tech-
nical deviation from the mysteries of philosophic "non-violence", the
heroism of the Garhwalis lives in the hearts of the psople and will be
cherished even when many present reputations are unmade.

The mass movement was gathering momentum at a rate that
frightened the bureaucracy, and on May 5, Gandhiji was arrested-
"While Mr. Gandhi", said ths Government communique, " has conti-
nued to deplore these outbreaks of violence, his protests against his
unruly followers have become weaker and weaker, and it is evident
that he is unable to control them." The more important considera-
tion, surely, was that Gandhiji was, in spite of his incomprehensible
interpretations of non-violence, the symbol of the people's unbending
will to freedom, and could not very well be left at large. A wave of

* A first-hand description of the incident appeared in the Bombay weekly
" People's War " (May 1945). Thakur Chandra Singh who wrote the article was one
of those who got long sentences for disobedience to military orders. The publication
of the article led tye U, P. Government to ban " People's War " 1